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The field of behavior analysis is com-
posed of two major areas, the experi-
mental analysis of behavior, devoted to
basic science endeavors, and applied be-
havior analysis, concerned with devel-
oping, testing, and disseminating behav-
ioral solutions to problems of social and
personal importance. Many behavior an-
alysts with an educational and training
background in the experimental analysis
ofbehavior (EAB) develop an interest in
applied behavior analysis and subse-
quently seek additional academic and
clinical credentials in applied areas. Giv-
en the historical association ofEAB with
the field of psychology, many behavior
analysts with an experimental back-
ground explore further training leading
to licensure as a clinical or counseling
psychologist. Unfortunately, such "re-
tread" programs are relatively few in
number and may require three or more
years offurther full-time postdoctoral ed-
ucation (American Psychological Asso-
ciation, 1966; Mahrer, 1987).

Otherwise well-trained doctoral and
master's-level psychologists with a back-
ground in behavior analysis often find it
difficult to engage in applied practice if
they have not completed an approved
program in clinical, counseling, or school
psychology. One solution which has been
proposed is to establish a separate dis-
cipline for behaviorists apart from psy-
chology. Among the suggested labels for
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this new academic and professional dis-
cipline have been praxics (Epstein, 1984)
and behaviorology (Fraley & Vargas,
1986). Responses to these proposals have
been mixed: some defend the role of be-
havior analysts within the discipline of
psychology (e.g., Harzem, 1987); others
support more familiar terms such as the
experimental analysis of behavior (e.g.,
Gaydos, 1986).
Although I am not taking sides here on

the advisability ofattempting to establish
a separate discipline for behavior ana-
lysts, it is clear to me that such efforts
would require a considerable time to
come to fruition. In the interim I would
like to suggest that the Master of Social
Work (M.S.W.) degree is a universally
accepted clinical credential which is a vi-
able postdoctoral or postmaster's train-
ing option for the experimentally trained
behavior analyst. Here are some facts
about the M.S.W. in support of this con-
tention.

Approximately 100 universities offer
the M.S.W. degree and are accredited by
the Council on Social Work Education
(CSWE, 1984). The M.S.W. program
consists of 2 academic years of training
that may be completed in many schools
in 1 l/2 calendar years. Required course-
work includes "Human Behavior in the
Social Environment," "Social Work
Practice," "Research," "Social Welfare
Policy and Services," and an internship
of not less than 900 clock hours, inte-
grated into the 2-year curriculum (CSWE,
1982). Coursework on behavior analysis
and therapy, and single-subject research
designs, is an accepted component of a
number of existing M.S.W. training pro-
grams (Thyer & Maddox, 1988), and a
behavioral perspective is an important
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and thriving "school of practice" within
social work (Thyer, 1987a; Thyer, 1988;
Thyer & Bronson, 1981). Over 60 text-
books and hundreds of journal articles
describing behavior analysis and therapy
exist within the social work literature
(Thyer, 1981, 1985) and the experimen-
tally trained behavior analyst enrolled in
a school of social work will receive a
hearing at least as sympathetic as that
available in most clinical and counseling
psychology training programs. Interest-
ingly, a major factor which has histori-
cally distinguished social workers from
other health care providers has been a
focus upon "the transactions between
people and their environments that affect
their ability to accomplish life tasks, al-
leviate distress, and realize individual and
collective aspirations" (CSWE, 1982, p.
6). Such a perspective is virtually iden-
tical with the concerns of the applied be-
havior analyst.
As a clinical credential, the M.S.W. has

a number ofstrengths. Social workers are
the largest group ofmental health profes-
sionals in the United States. The mem-
bership of the National Association of
Social Workers (NASW, the social work
equivalent to the APA) is over 120,000
and exceeds the combined ranks of the
American Psychological Association and
the American Psychiatric Association.
The practice of clinical social work is li-
censed or otherwise legally regulated in
over 40 states and territories (Curtis,
1986), and universal licensure seems
likely in the near future if recent legis-
lative trends continue. Third-party ven-
dorship privileges are being extended to
clinical social workers by many federal,
state, and private insurance programs,
which facilitates earning a living through
private practice (Curtis, 1986). Licensure
as a clinical social worker is available in
most states to graduates from an ac-
credited M.S.W. program who have
completed a clinical specialization, ob-
tained 2 years ofsupervised postmaster's
practice experience, and passed a com-
prehensive written licensure examina-
tion (Thyer & Biggerstaff, in press). Li-
censure is not usually a requirement for
supervised agency-based practice.

In many areas of so-called mental
health care, social workers play an im-
portant role, including the practice of in-
dividual therapy, marital and family
counseling, group treatment, organiza-
tional consultation, and community
practice (Staff, 1985). In addition, social
workers are extensively involved in ser-
vices to racial minorities and women,
people with chronic mental illnesses and
other severe behavior disorders, the
homeless, abused or neglected children,
and the aged. Each of these areas is an
existing or potential domain of applied
behavior analysis, and the public and pri-
vate practice opportunities for the be-
havior analyst with clinical social work
credentials are virtually limitless (West,
Gaffney, Allen, & Barboza, 1988).
An unfortunate fact is that academic

positions for both experimental and ap-
plied behavior analysts remain relatively
few in number, as a perusal ofany recent
issue of the APA Monitor will confirm.
The field of social work academics is
much more promising! My last two social
work doctoral students (who, it should
be noted, conducted dissertation studies
subsequently published in the Journal of
Applied Behavior Analysis) obtained po-
sitions as assistant professors in schools
of social work prior to their graduation,
at salaries of $30,000 for nine months.
Almost all published advertisements for
social work academic positions require
the applicant to possess an M.S.W. and
a Ph.D. in social work or a related dis-
cipline. My own school is probably typ-
ical: of 19 faculty with an M.S.W. and a
doctorate, only nine possess doctorates
in social work, the remaining doctorates
being in psychology, education, marriage
and family therapy, political science, etc.
The experimentally trained behavior an-
alyst with a Ph.D. in psychology, special
education, education, and so on, and a
subsequently earned M.S.W. would be a
highly competitive academic job candi-
date, particularly if he or she had au-
thored a few refereed publications at the
time of the job interview.

Social workers have made significant
contributions to the discipline of behav-
ior analysis (Thyer, 1983), and both EAB
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and ABA have much to offer the practice
of social work (Thyer, 1987b). Having
the experimentally trained behavior an-
alyst earn an M.S.W. as a clinical cre-
dential will greatly enrich the practices of
both disciplines.

REFERENCES
American Psychological Association. (1966).

Professional Preparation of Clinical Psycholo-
gists. Washington, DC: Author.

Council on Social Work Education. (1982). Cur-
riculum policy for the master's degree and bac-
calaureate degree programs in social work edu-
cation. Social Work Education Reporter, 30(3),
5-12.

Council on Social Work Education. (1984). Col-
leges and universities with accredited social work
degree programs. Washington, DC: Author.

Curtis, F. A. (1986). Clinical social work: State
laws governing independent practice and reim-
bursement ofservices. Fact sheet for the Honor-
able Daniel K. Inouye, United States Senate
(GAO/HRD-86-55FS).

Epstein, R. (1984). The case for praxics. The Be-
havior Analyst, 7, 101-119.

Fraley, L., & Vargas, E. A. (1986). Separate dis-
ciplines: The study of behavior and the study of
the psyche. The Behavior Analyst, 9, 47-59.

Gaydos, G. R. (1986). On praxis and praxics. The
Behavior Analyst, 9, 229-230.

Harzem, P. (1987). On the virtues ofbeing a psy-
chologist. The Behavior Analyst, 10, 175-181.

Mahrer, A. R. (1987). If there really were a spe-
ciality of psychotherapy: Standards for postdoc-
toral training in psychotherapy. Humanistic Psy-
chologist, 15, 83-94.

Staff. (1985, April 30). Social workers vault into
leading role in psychotherapy. New York Times,
Sec. 3, p. 1, col. 3.

Thyer, B. A. (1981). Behavioral social work: A
bibliography. International Journal of Behav-
ioural Social Work and Abstracts, 1, 229-251.

Thyer, B. A. (1983). Behavior modification and
social work practice. In M. Hersen, P. Miller, &
R. Eisler (Eds.). Progress in behavior modification
(Vol. 15, pp. 173-226). New York: Plenum Press.

Thyer, B. A. (1985). Textbooks in behavioral so-
cial work: A bibliography. The Behavior Thera-
pist, 8, 161-162.

Thyer, B. A. (1987a). Contingency analysis: To-
wards a unified theory for social work practice.
Social Work, 32, 150-157.

Thyer, B. A. (1987b). Can behavior analysis res-
cue social work? Journal of Applied Behavior
Analysis, 20, 207-211.

Thyer, B. A. (1988). Radical behaviorism and
clinical social work. In R. Dorfman (Ed.), Par-
adigms ofclinical social work(pp. 123-148). New
York: Brunner/Mazel.

Thyer, B. A., & Biggerstaff, M. (in press). Profes-
sional social work credentialing and legal regu-
lation:A review ofcritical issues andan annotated
bibliography. Wichita, KS: American Founda-
tion for Research and Consumer Education in
Social Work Regulation.

Thyer, B. A., & Bronson, D. (1981). Behavioral
training in social work education: An update and
a program description. Journal ofBehavior Ther-
apy and Experimental Psychiatry, 12, 47-51.

Thyer, B. A., & Maddox, M. K. (1988). Behav-
ioral social work: Results ofa national survey on
graduate curricula. Psychological Reports, 63,
239-242.

West, S., Gaffney, N., Allen, T., & Barboza, D.
(1988, May). Social work's New Deal: Doing
good, doing well. Newsweek on Campus, pp. 38,
40.


